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in Fig. |. Mineral fertilisers
ionise in moisture, Clay, if it is
present, has colloidal
properties. The surface of the
clay particles are electrically
charged and mainly negative, so
clay can only hang onto cations
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extending Albrecht’s
achievements, there has to be
an interest in humus. Kinsey
shows humus has 3 or 4 times
the capacity of clay to hold
onto not only cations, but
anions too. It therefore follows
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matter. These molecules are
found in the dead bodies of
soil micro-organisms —
bacteria, fungi which feed on
the organic matter and
incorporate it into their own
bodies and hence the soil. As
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farms do not. Clearly, manure,
organic matter and humus
were involved, but how? It is
known from much other work
that the soil mycorrhiza, the
fungi which surround all plant
roots, have a major role to play
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